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Synopsis

Re-Imagined Radio presents a compilation from two
episodes of Gunsmoke, "Billy The Kid" and "Young Man with
a Gun." Two young men aspire to be gun fighters. Both
meet U.S. Marshall Matt Dillon (William Conrad) in Dodge
City, Kansas, late 1870s. One changes his dream. The
other lives it, and dies by it as "Billy The Kid."

Credits
Samples from "Billy The Kid." Episode #1, S1El, April 26,
1952. Written by Walter B. Newman

Samples from "Young Man with a Gun." Episode #123, S2E52,
August 23, 1954. Written by John Meston
Roy Rowan Announcer

Don Diamond, Harry Bartell, with Richard Beals, Paul
DuBov, and Mary Lansing, Vivi Janiss

The entire nine-season run of Gunsmoke was produced by
Norman Macdonnell

Music composed and conducted by Rex Koury

Characters

William Conrad as Matt DILLON
ANNOUNCER

Mr. HIGHTOWER

Parley Baer as CHESTER Wesley Proudfoot
Peter ZIEGLER

Georgia Ellis as Kitty

Howard McNear as DOC Charles Adams[]
BOY (12 years old)

ADAM Richards

FRANCINE Richards

Larry Dobkin as Sam Kertcher

Sam Edwards as Peyt Kertcher
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Mrs. Jonas
John Dehner as Rynning
MRS. BONNEY

Color Code

Yellow highlighted text = sound effect(s), either pre-
recorded or created for episode. Pre-recorded audio is
used as content in this episode.

= text
deleted for episode timing

MUSIC pre-recorded

bespoke, created for this episode

TEXT

breaks

TEXT content from "Young Man With a Gun"

content from "Billy The Kid"

References
Norman McDonnell's Stock Company on Gunsmoke
http://www.mwotrc.com/rr2016_12/Gunsmoke.htm
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ANNOUNCER

ANNOUNCER

DILLON

ANNOUNCER

COLD OPEN

SFX: HOOFBEATS FADE IN AND CONTINUE
FOR A FEW SECONDS

SFX: SINGLE GUNSHOT

MUSIC: THEME BEGINS, PLAYS FOR
SEVERAL SECONDS, THEN DUCKS UNDER.

Around Dodge City, and the territory out
West, there's just one way to handle the
killers and spoilers and that's with a
U.S. Marshal and the smell of . .
Gunsmoke!

MUSIC: THEME UP, THEN UNDER FOR

Gunsmoke! Starring William Conrad. The
transcribed story of the violence that
moved west with young America, and the

story of a man who moved with it.

I'm that man . . . Matt Dillon . . .
United States Marshal. The first man
they look for and the last they want to
meet. It's a chancey job, and it makes a

man watchful . . . and, a little lonely.

THEME AND ANNOUNCER

MUSIC: RIR THEME

Welcome to Re-Imagined Radio, a program
about radio storytelling. I’'m Jack
Armstrong. With each episode we combine
dialogue, sound effects, and music to
engage your listening imagination. This

episode is no different, and here to
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HOST

tell you about it is John Barber,

producer and host.

HOST OPEN

Hello everyone. Thanks for joining us.

This episode of Re-Imagined Radio
celebrates the radio drama series
Gunsmoke with a compilation from two

episodes.

Heard on the Columbia Broadcasting
System 1952 to 1961, Gunsmoke was one of
the longest running radio dramas, a
defining radio drama in the Western
genre, and arguably, radio's last great
dramatic series. 480 episodes were

offered.

We use two in this compilation: "Billy
The Kid" (Episode #1, broadcast April
26, 1952) and "Young Man with a Gun"
(Episode #123, broadcast August 23,
1954) .

In both, a young man seeks to mark his
life with gun violence. One wants to
revenge the killing of his brother. The
other embraces killing as a form of
notoriety. Both meet U.S. Marshal Matt

Dillon with different outcomes.

Listen now as Re-Imagined Radio presents

our Gunsmoke compilation.

MUSIC: GUNSMOKE THEME FOR
TRANSTITION




Gunsmoke Compilation Last update 03/15/2026 5 of 1

ACT 1: ROBBERY, GAMBLING, A RUNAWAY
KID
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CHESTER Oh, ho. I recognized that. That's why I
didn't make as fuss about his crooked
dealing.

DILLON You were smart. Kertcher's the kind of
man who enjoys killing. He's got a big
reputation for it out in Arizona.

CHESTER Well what's he doing here, I wonder?

DILLON I don't know, Chester, but let's go find
out.

ACT 2: SAM KERTCHER, GUNSLINGER
MUSIC: TRANSITION

SFX: SALOON DOOR OPENS, NOISE,
CONVERSATION, GAMBLING

CHESTER That's him, Mr. Dillon . . . just
getting up from the table over there. I
guess the game's finished.

DILLON Funny he'd tell you his name, Chester. A
man like that usually doesn't talk so
much.

CHESTER No sir . . . but I didn't think nothing
about it at the time. He's coming over
here to the bar Mr. Dillon.

DILLON Yeah.

KERTCHER (FADING IN, COMING UP TO THE BAR) Glass
of whiskey, bartender.

DILLON Hello, Kertcher.
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KERTCHER

DILLON

KERTCHER

DILILON

KERTCHER

DILLON

KERTCHER

DILLON

KERTCHER

HOST

I was nearby . . . up in Colorado. I
heard about you there, Dillon. You've
got quite a reputation.

I'm a lawman, Kertcher . . . not a
gunman. I don't care about my
"reputation."

I do. Yeah.

You came here to kill me, huh?

That's what I came for, Dillon.
Kertcher, I'm gonna tell you something

What?

Men like you are as useless as wolves. I

hate every one of your kind.
Why that'll make it easier for you to
fight me, Dillon. I'll meet you out in

the plaza. . . sundown tomorrow.

MUSIC: FOR A TRANSITION

You're listening to Re-Imagined Radio.
Our Gunsmoke compilation where we
combine two episodes from the Gunsmoke
radio series, "Billy the Kid" and "Young

Man with a Gun."

Dodge City, Kansas, in the late 1870s
was a volatile mix of cowboys, drifters,
criminals, and psychopaths. U.S. Deputy
Marshal Wyatt Earp (1848-1929), Sheriff
Bat Masterson (1856-1921), and other

lawmen worked to keep Dodge City under
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control until civilization could take
hold.

Marshal Matt Dillon (voiced by William
Conrad) is modeled after these lawmen.
He's hard as worn saddle leather. A

loner. Isolated.

As the U.S. Marshal in Dodge City,
Kansas, Matt Dillon is all that stands
between civilization and frontier
violence. The violence he encounters
daily must be met with violence and this

is destroying his soul.

In our story, Marshal Dillon's day is
not half finished and already, he's
involved with attempted bank robbery,
two murders, a runaway young boy, and
now a gunfighter has challenged him to a
duel.

Sounds fantastic, but that's the nature
of Gunsmoke, an adult Western radio
drama series based on the hard, and
violent realities in and around Dodge
City, Kansas, in the 1870s. Let's

continue listening . .

ACT 3: A MOB GATHERS
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HOST

HOST

HOST

THE FUSEBOX BREAK

This is Re-Imagined Radio. I'm John
Barber, producer and host. We'll return
to our Gunsmoke compilation in just a
moment. But first, let me introduce you
to The Fusebox Show. This podcast,
produced by Marc Rose, offers a
different kind of radio storytelling
with its commentary and quick wit about
current day events and news. Here's a

sample.

SFX: THE FUSEBOX SHOW TEASER

Learn more, and subscribe to the podcast
at The Fusebox Show website,

thefuseboxshow dot com.

ACT 4: THE SHOOT OUT

This is Re-Imagined Radio. Our episode
is an original compilation of two
episodes from the Gunsmoke radio series,
"Billy The Kid," and "Young Man with a

Gun."

So far, U.S. Marshal Matt Dillon--given
life through the unmistakable voice of
William Conrad--has faced down the
violence in Dodge City, Kansas. But,

every day brings new challenges, and new
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dangers. Each day could be his last.

Let's continue listening to our Gunsmoke
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ACT 5: ANOTHER YOUNG GUNSLINGER
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DILILON

PEYT

DILLON

HOST

HOST

What?

Here . . . (HANDS IT OVER)

(TAKES IT) Yeah. Sure I will, Peyt. Sure
I will. I'1ll keep it for you . . .

(LAUGHS) . . . for a long time I hope.

MUSIC: RIR THEME FOR BREAK

THE RIR BREAK

MUSIC: RIR THEME. ESTABLISH, THEN
FADE OUT UNDER THE FOLLOWING.

You're listening to Re-Imagined Radio.
I'm John Barber, producer and host. Re-
Imagined Radio explores radio
storytelling, its use of voice, sound
effects, and music, and provides
backstories and additional information
about each episode. Here are some

examples . .

SFX: RE-TMAGINED RADIO AUDIO
TRAILER

More information and listening
opportunities are available at our

website--reimaginedradio DOT FM.

Re-Imagined Radio is available as radio
broadcasts, live and on demand
streaming, and companion podcasts.
Subscribe, listen, like, and review
wherever you get your podcasts, or, from

our website--reimaginedradio DOT FM.
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HOST

This episode of Re-Imagined Radio is an
original compilation from two episodes

of Gunsmoke.

So far in our story, U.S. Marshal Matt
Dillon, voiced by William Conrad, has
dealt with two gunfighters, each intent
to make a mark for themselves with their
guns. Frontier violence must be met with
violence and there's another violent
confrontation waiting. Marshal Dillon
has been challenged by Adam Richards.
Let's continue listening to our story,

and hear what happens . . .

ACT 6: ANOTHER SHOOT OUT
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ACT 7: THE RUNAWAY KID BECOMES A
LEGEND
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HOST

HOST

HOST CONCLUSION

You just heard the Re-Imagined Radio
Gunsmoke compilation, featuring content
from two Gunsmoke episodes, "Billy The

Kid" and "Young Man with a Gun."

"Billy The Kid" was written by Walter
Newman.

"Young Man with a Gun" was written by

John Meston.

Both episodes were produced and directed
by Norman MacDonnell, and featured music

composed and conducted by Rex Koury.

MUSIC: SAMPLE FROM GUNSMOKE THEME
FOR TRANSITION

Gunsmoke was created in 1952 by producer
Norman Macdonnell and writer John
Meston. They wanted to create a Western
series that would deal realistically
with the hard realities of life in and
around Dodge City, Kansas Territory, in
the late 1870s.

As conceptualized by Macdonnell and
Meston, Gunsmoke was for adults, with a
level of realism and historical accuracy

seldom achieved on radio.
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Macdonnell and Meston also wanted to
overturn Western fiction stereotypes.
So, Marshal Matt Dillon often deals with
violent human dilemmas, trying to
prevent lawlessness from overtaking the
city. Sometimes he finds solutions.
Sometimes he does not. Criminals are not
always caught. Episodes end unhappily.
And people are treated badly.

In this Gunsmoke compilation you heard .

William Conrad as U.S. Marshal Matt
Dillon.

Parley Baer as Deputy Chester Wesley
Proudfoot.

Georgia Ellis as Francine Richards and
Kitty Russell.

Howard McNear as Charles "Doc" Adams.

Lawrence Dobkin as Sam Kertcher.

Sam Edwards as Peyt Kertcher.

John Dehner as Rynning.

Harry Bartell as Mr. Hightower.

as well as Don Diamond, Richard Beals,

Paul Dubov, Mary Lansing, Sam Edwards,

and Vivi Janiss.
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HOST CREDITS/CLOSE

MUSIC: RIR THEME, KEEP UNDER THE
FOLLOWING

This episode of Re-Imagined Radio was

written by John Barber.

Sound Design, music composition, and

post-production by Marc Rose.

Graphic design by Holly Slocum and
Sydney Nguyen.

We produce and broadcast Re-Imagined
Radio with support from community radio
stations KXRW-FM (Vancouver, Washington)
and KXRY-FM (Portland, Oregon). Your
contributions to either are much
appreciated. They're also tax
deductible.

Along with more information and
backstories, we archive episodes of Re-
Imagined Radio as companion podcasts at
our website, reimaginedradio DOT FM. You
can listen or subscribe there. Our
podcasts are also available at the major

distribution platforms.

This is John Barber, producer and host.

Thank you for listening.

MUSIC: RIR THEME UP, THEN DUCK
UNDER THE FOLLOWING

ANNOUNCER CLOSE
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ANNOUNCER

This is a production of Re-Imagined
Radio. Our radio broadcasts are heard on
local, regional, and international

community radio stations.

For on demand streaming and podcastsza,
point your browsers to our website,
reimaginedradio (all one word, no
punctuation) DOT FM.

Thank you so much for listening, and
please join us again for another episode
of Re-Imagined Radio where we will
continue our exploration of radio

storytelling.

MUSIC: RIR THEME UP, AND TO END.



